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GASPE OF YESTERDAY

"REPARATION OF HONOR"
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" ...there was pronounced by several
Justices of the Peace of the said
District ( of Gaspé) a Judgment
which condemned the said Louis
Fromenteau to make reparation of
Honor for certain Words, to pay
Costs to be taxed and a fine of
Ten Pounds to our Sovereign Lord
the King for a Breach of the Peace...”

KEN ANNETT




"REPARATION OF HONOR"

Tucked away in many an archival record are stories of GASPE CF
YESTERDAY that stir the imagination. They bring to 1life individuals
and events of pioneer days on the Coast. Such a document from the
old records of Charles Stewart, :i.P., bearing date of February,l1795,
and with the deceptively dull title, "SETTLEMENT EETWEEN LOUIS
FROMENTEAU AND FELIZ C'HARA", details a controversy between strong-

willed men of the District of Gaspé in those far-off days prior to
1800.

THE DRAMATIS PERSCNAE

At the center of this controversy was Louis Fromenteau whose
career in Gaspesia was referred to previously in the article,
"EARLY JUDGES OF THE DISTRICT OF GASPE", published by SP=EC on
February 21,1980. A military man and veteran officer of the
British Forces in the American Revolutionary War, “romenteau
had been a prisoner-of-war of the Americans for four years
following the calamitous defeat of General Burgoyne at Saratoga.
On release he returned to his native Québec and sought an
appointment of the Governor. In 1792 he had been appointed as
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the District of Gaspé
and had received land grants in the District.

The plaintiff or complainant in this controversial case was
William Vondenvelden whose career in Gaspesia has been recalled
in such articles as "NEW CARLISLE IN INFANCY - THE 1785 PLANS OF
WILLIAM VONDENVELDEN" published by SPEC on November 23,1982.
A veteran officer of the American Revolutionary War and a surveyor,
Vondenvelden was in Gaspesia from 1784, He had served as a Justice

of the Peace from 1786 and was Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas
for the District of Gaspé€.

Felix O'Hara was a pioneer settler of Gaspé Basin. His life and
times have been recalled in the article, "THE 0°'HARA FAMILY OF
GASPE", published by SPEC on June 21,1983. He had served as a Justice

of the Peace and was the first Judge appointed in the District of
Gaspé in 1779.

The other Justices of the Peace of the District of Gaspé

involved in this Judgment were Theophilus Fox, Hugh O'Hara, Daniel
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McPherson, Francois De la Fontaine and Joseph Arbour.

Involved in the seizure of the moveables and effects of Louis
Fromenteau was the Deputy Sheriff of the District of Gaspé€, Ranald
McDonald.

The Attorney of and for Felix C'Yara was John Young of Québec.

THE JUDGMENT IN CONTENTION

"WHEREAS at a special Court or Sessions of the Peace holden
at Gaspé on Tuesday the second day of November which was in the
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety one, in
a Suit or Prosecution then and there instituted by William Vonden-
velden, Esquir: Plaintiff or Complainant against the said Louis
Fromenteau, Esqui.:. “here was pronounced by several Justices of
the Peace of the said District a Judgment which condemned the said
Louis Fromenteau to make reparation of Honor for certain Words,

to pay costs to be taxed and a fine of Ten Pounds to our Sovereign
Lord the King for a Breach of the Peace.

AND WHEREAS, in consequence thereof, divers moveables and effects,
the property of the said Louis Fromenteau were seized in execution.."”

INVENTORY OF SEIZURE

Of particular interest in the record of this controversy is the
inventory of the "divers moveables and effects" of Louis Fromenteau

that were seized and meticulously listed by Deputy Sheriff, Ranald
MCDonald. This inventory follows:
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FROMENTEAU'S RIPOSTE

By virtue of his temperament, background and experience the
veteran Officer, Louis Fromenteau was not inclined to accept and
submit meekly to the Judgment of the Gaspesian Court. Accordingly
he appealed to the Court of King's Bench at Québec where, in due time
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"the Proceedings and the said Judgment were removed by CERTIORARI
and quashed? ZFromenteau then proceeded to demand restitution
from Felix O'Hara and the other Justices of the Feace that had
been associated with the Judgment. He sought not only restitution
of his moveables and effects that had been seized by Deputy
Sheriff Ranald McDonald tbtut Damages and Costs. 'hen negotiations
to that end failed he instituted a Suit in the Court of Common
Pleas for the District of Québec against the attorney of Felix
O'Hara, John Youngz. The escalating controversy had now dragged
on from 1791 until 1794 and it is not hard to imagine how much
discussion and passion it had generated among the Justices of
the Peace of the District of Gaspé.

SETTLEMENT

On February 11, 1795 a settlement of this bitter and protracted
case was finally reached by agreement between Louis Fromenteau
and John Young. In notarial form it stated that:

"First, the said John Young, on the part and behalf of the

said Felix O'Hara did pay to the said Louis Fromenteau...

the Sum of forty-eight pounds Current Money of this province
in Gold and Silver which the said Louis Fromenteau...did
receive and doth hereby acknowledge to have received in full
and complete satisfaction for all Damages and Costs sustained
and paid by him...under or in consequence of the said
Judgment...

And in consideration of the said Sum of forty eight pounds

the said Louis Fromenteau...doth promise and engage forthwith
to discontinue and withdraw his said Action...by him instituted
in the said Court of Common Pleas against the said John Young
and to pay all the Costs of the said Action, as well those of
the said John Young, amounting to the Sum of six pounds, eight
shillings...and hereby doth remise, release and forever
discharge the said John Young, Felix O'Hara and each and every
of the Justices of the Peace of and for the District of Gaspé
in the said Province of Lower Canada, particularly Theophilus
Fox, Hugh 0'Hara, Daniel lMcPherson, Francis De la Fontaine

and Joseph Arbour, Esquires...from all manner of Action, Cause
and Causes of Action, Claims and Demands whatsoever in Law and
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and Equity...

And further, the said Louis Fromenteau, in consideration of the
said Sum of forty eight pcunds...doth bargain, sell, release,
grant and confirm unto the said Felix C'Hara, All the Household
furniture, Implements of Household, Zooks and Articles and all
other goods and Chattels whatsoever which were seized and taken
by Ranald lMcDonell (sic) Deputy Sheriff of the said District of
Gasp€ under and by virtue of a certain Writ of Execution issued
against the moveable property of the said Louis Fromenteau in
consequence of the said Judgment of the second day of November
in the Year of our Lord cne thousand seven hundred and ninety

ONe..."

It is interesting to speculate on the length of time that it
took for this settlement of February, 1795 to reach those
concerned in distant Gaspesia and also as to how the cost of
settlement was apportioned among the respective Justices of
the Peace. The eventual disposition of the moveables and effects
of Louis Fromenteau, seized by Ranald McDonald and awarded by
this settlement to Felix O'Hara is equally intriguing. Perhaps
some of the sixty-two books still remain in the possession of

descendants of those involved in this controversy of GASPE OF
YESTERDAY.




